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WA! m ' 0 A //,f«M M fgMilil Drk exists in city atmospheres. EAST HIGH, WEST LOW 

Hn rOltUUOn LUUlU D%! ^nia\ answers to both questions Concentrations of the carcinogen 

" " emerged from the I960 : Industrial were highest in the East and Midwest 

.Health Conference in Rochester* lowest in the West, and from three to 
r f N. Y. Dr. William C. Hueper and!20 times greater m winter ^ ^ 
Wmiam W. Payne, Sc.D, of the Na- ! summer. Birmingham, Alabama, tops 

-- tional Cancer Institute, reported that ail American, cities in atmospheric 

We can't live without breathing. But sometimes repeated small doses of 3, 4 benzpy- benzpyrene: its nonsmoking resi- 
what we do breathe helps kill ua. •••-->••••»* - ■ - g i ven 0 yer a 12-month period dents inhaJe some 150 micrograms of 
That’s how the Journal of # Evidence Is accumulating appeared to induce more tumors in the compound annually, as against 60 
the American Medical Asso* w jj^ "suggests” that air pel- mice than did the same amount of the .micrograms for the rural pack-a-day 
nation sura up the growing i ut j on may be a cause of lung carcinogen in one large dose. < {smoker. The Birmingham 

problem o po u 10 . ■■ a ^ co JSlUon *?' experiments with 1,000 mice Urn however, is far outclassed by 

“Today, in numerous places that producea effects opposite the investigators injected quantities of that of smoky London, 
thruout the world, the_ air con- to of asthma. benzpyrene ranging from 0.008 milli- ( As to the relationship between at¬ 

mospheric benzpyrene and lung can¬ 
cer, Dr. Sawicki reports that while 
mass data show a correlation between 

and at ana acftins umc w r —1 ung cancer mortality and community 

■ ‘ ’ of arteries, cancer M the of ^ fibrosarcoma or spindle-cell size, the relationship does not hold 

type—than the single injections, ex- for individual cities. As a possible ex- 
• , cept at the lowest dosage levels. ' ’ planation, he notes that recent mor- 
This finding took on added signifi- tality figures presumably reflect ex- 
cance in the light of a second report posure to carcinogens in 1920-50 
. ; ; by Eugene Sawicki, Ph.D., of the which would probably differ in pat- 
/ y Robert A. Taft Sanitary Engineering^em from the 1959 measurements. 

"ly. r : - ., r . Single vs. repeated monthly doses of benzpyrene. 

n-r 


tains hundreds of substances 
which were never intended to in addition, the Journal grams to 0.5 milligrams, either in a 
be Inhaled," the Journal re* points out, researchers are single dose or in 12 equal monthly in- 
u jecUoas. They found that the monthly 

>me of these .make us and due to hardening doses produced more tumors—mostly 


times hasten the end of hu¬ 
man beings.’* 
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stomach and 
esophagus. 


cancer 


OBVIOUS 


: The Journal says it is ob- 

vlous “unsavory gases and 
* solids in the air” have pro- 
'f duced “dett imental effects” on 
ir -people. “However, as yet scien- 
Y tific proof of the specific haz- 
f- ! ards to human health is frag- 
v . mentary, making it difficult 
*■ to arrive at valid conclusions: 

i A; Nevertheless, the Journal 
} notes, “there is no doubt” kill¬ 
er smogs can occur—as they 
have in Donora, Pa., and In 
1 London. c, ■ v r., 

Furthermore, It says: 

• The “evidence is clear 

that certain air pollutants can 
cause bronchitis.” v 

• There is “abundant evi¬ 
dence that the Los Angeles 
smog affects the eyes of its 

, Citizens,, temporarily at least, 
i to the point of distraction.” 
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Administered ini 
12 monthly doses ' 


■ Administered in 
a single dose I 
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Source: https://wwvTihdustrydocuments.ucsf.edu/docs/nrbm0600 










